Training of interns and practicum students at community mental health centers.
This study assessed training experiences offered to interns and graduate students at 464 federally funded community mental health centers. Doctoral level internship programs existed at 128 centers, and practicum training was offered at 240 settings. Questionnaires filled out by directors reveal that although the majority of training programs are not as yet APA-approved, they have become an important component in the training network in terms of the number of students being trained. Training and exceptional areas of training are still in traditional clinical areas. However, there has been an evolution of training in community mental health/community psychology areas which is still gaining momentum. Data are presented on consultation settings, orientations to consultation, and the availability of training in consultation. The need for directing effort at obtaining financial support for training is indicated.